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In December 1947, following the UN decision to divide Palestine, Bahrain’s Jewish
community became the target of communal violence. As crowds protested the
partition plan, Manama’s Jewish quarter was attacked and looted. In their aftermath,
the Manama riots have been understood as a nationalist show of anger against
Zionism, unfortunately unleashed against local Bahraini Jews. However, a close
reading of events shows the riot as complex event involving local labour politics, anti-
colonialism and Shi’a religious rituals. Drawing on British records, Jewish
correspondence and personal memoirs, this paper locates the riot in its post-war
Persian Gulf context and argues that it represented an encounter between regional
politics of the Palestine Mandate and the post-war tensions of Manama as a late
colonial oil city. While ostensibly driven by Arab opposition to Zionism, the riots also
saw the culmination of socio-political tensions over labour and colonial rule,
exacerbated by five years of war. As such, the Manama riots should be understood
not only as an extension of emerging Arab-Jewish conflict in Palestine, but also within

the local politics of the post-war Persian Gulf.
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